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Biological consequence and forensic resolution 

of pest incursions at Tāwharanui and 
Shakespear Open Sanctuaries.
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 Tāwharanui and Shakespear Open Sanctuaries are delivered by Auckland 
Council with support of Ngāti Manuhiri Settlement Trust, Tāwharanui Open 
Sanctuary Society Incorporated, Shakespear Open Sanctuary Society 
Incorporated, NZ Defence Force, and Watercare Services. 

 Auckland Council funded pest management, wildlife monitoring, pest dog 
surveillance and genetic analyses. 

 Ecogene Diagnostic Laboratories (Talia Brav-Cubitt, Frank Molinia and Julia 
Allwood) analysed genetic samples from stoat scat and tissue. 

 Janine Duckworth of Landcare Research Manaaki Whenua undertook 
reproductive assessment of stoats. 

 Brad Windust and dog Wero (the Hero) delivered stoat and scat detection 
surveys. 

 Auckland Council rangers led the sanctuary incursion responses, including the 
Shakespear stoat incursion response, with special recognition of the leadership 
and innovation of Emma Whitton and Bruce Harrison.
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